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Nutshell  Series  on  Cuba 

the  largest  ^of  the  Antilles,  at  its  near- 
1 1  est  point  is  no  more  than  ninety  miles 
from  Key  West,  Fla.  The  island  is  about 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  tniles  long,  with  an 
average  width  of  fifty  milefe,’  and  has  nn  area  of 
abou^  43,220  s(]uare  miles.  It  is  a  little  larger 
than  Ireland  and  not  so  large  as  England. 

At  the  close  of  the  Spanish-American  War  the 
po])ulation  of  Cuba  numbered  about  1,600,000 
souls,  but  it  has  grown  now  to  about  2,200,000. 
A  great  many  people'  from  the  United  States, 
have  gone  to  live  on  the  island  since  the  war,  and 
a  far  greater  number  of  immigrants  have  come 
from  Spain  and  the  Canary  Islands.  The  pro* 
portion  of  the  white  people  to  th ;  negroes  in 
Cuh-i  is  about  two  to  one~about  the  saineasthat 
of  tile  State  of  l.onisiana. 

Cuba  has  been  called  a  pearl,  “Thp  Pearl  of 
the  Antilles;-”  but  it  seems  rather  an  emerald  set 
in  a  sapphire  sea.  Its  perpetual  greeneiy  and 
soft-flowing  breezes  are  typical  of  the  favor  of 
indulgent  nature.  There  every  prospect  pleases. 
A  living  is  easily  won  from  a  not  reluctant  earth. 

But  men  have  marred  what  God  made  so  fair. 
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Cruelty  and  oppression,  slavery,  ignorance, 
vice,  and  sensualism  have  been  too  much  at 
home  there.  These  evils  have  been  tempered 
only  by  the  priest-interpreted  morality  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Romanism  in  Cuba 
is  the  same  as  Romanism  in  Italy.  Ignorance, 
superstition,  neglect  of  marriage,  unstable  polit¬ 
ical  institutions,  social  disorder,  paucity  of  schools 
■mark  all  the  lands  where  the  only  Christianity 
has  been  the  debased  alloy  offered  under  that 
name  by  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Fortunately  for  Cuba,  the  oppression  of  Rome 
has  been  associated  in  the  minds  of  her  people 
with,  the  oppression  of  Sp  in.  Both  became 
hateful  alike  to  the.  true  patriots.  Now,  1-st  the 
Cubans  confuse  all  Christianity  with  the  Romish 
brand,  we  must  hasten  to  show  them  a  better 
way.  Americans  have  sympathized  with  the  po¬ 
litical  aspirations  of  these  their  neighbors.  They 
helped  them  to  their  independence  and  are  now 
stoutly  guaranteeing  it  to  them.  This  generosity 
may  easily  be  capitalized  tor  Christ,  for  it  was 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  which  prompted  it.  Our 
missionaries  are  welcomed  in  this  great  island 
and  by  these  generous,  impulsive;  warm-hearted 
people. 

At  the  close  of  the  Spanish-American  War  the 
island  of  Cuba  was  left  by  agreement  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chur  h.  South,  to  do  all 
that  Methodism  is  called  to  do  there.  No  other 
Methodism  is  there  nor  will  any  other  Methodist 
Church  enter  that  field.  Whatever  mission  Meth¬ 
odism  may  have  in  Cuba,  our  Church  alone  must 
fulfill.  If  we  should  fail  in  China,  Korea,  or 
Japan,  or  if  we  should  for  any  cause  withdraw 
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from  any  of  those  fields,  there  would  remain 
some  other  Methodist  Church  to  carry  on  the 
work.  But  such  is  not  the  case  in  Cuba.  We 
must  do  the  Methodist  work  there,  if  it  is  to  be 
done  at  all. 

Our  woman’s  work  is  seeking  to  reach  the 
people  first  through  their  children.  Two  schools, 
one  at  Matanzas  and  one  at  Cienfuegos,  have  al¬ 
ready  done  well  and  are  but  preparing  for  better 
things  in  the  future. 

The  Woman’s  Board  began  its  work  in  Cuba 
in  1899,  with  the  establishment  of  the  Irene  To¬ 
la  .d  School  at  Santiago.  In  1900  this  school  was 
transferred  to  Matanzas.  For  ten  years  it 'was 
housed  in  a  rented  building,  but  now  is  happy 
in  a  home  of  its  own,  one  of  the  handsomest 
pieces  of  property  in  the  city,  known  as  the 
“Quinta  Bismarck.” 

The  only  other  school  under  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Council  in  Cuba  is  the  Eliza  Bowman 
School,  which  was  first  located  in  Havana,  where 
it  did  successful  work  for  seven  years.  It  was 
then  thought  a  wise  policy  to  establish  a  fine 
boarding  school  for  girls  and  young  women  on 
the  Southern  coast.  Accordingly  the  “Eliza 
Bowman”  was  moved  to  Cienfuegos.  A  valuable 
property  was  purchased  and  improved  for  its 
use,  and  now  we  are  happy  in  owning  suitable 
homes  for  both  our  schools  in  the  island. 

Our  people  in  Culpa  have  shown  a  most  com¬ 
mendable  spirit  of  self-support.  Many  of  them 
are  (juite  poor,  but  all  are  liberal  with  such  means 
as  they  have  The  sum  collected  for  domestic 
missions  on  the  field  is  nearly  $3,000  a  year. 
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The  total  collections  for  all  objects,  including 
tuition  fees  in  the  schools,  amount  to  about 
$14,0C0.  The  Cuban  Mission  is  our  youngest 
foreign  mission,  and  it  should  be  said  of  it  that 
no  mission  of  our  Church  has  ever  shown  such  a 
marked  disposition  toward  self-support  during 
the  first  ten  years  of  its  history.  Its  growth  has 
been  rapid  despite  many  hindrances. 


Schools  and  Missionaries  in  Cuba  Under  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Council. 


SCHOOLS. 

Pupils. 

missionaries. 

Matanzas. 

Irene Toland  School.... 

'55 

Miss  Rebecca  Toland, 
Miss  Belle  Markey. 

ClENFUEGOS. 

Eliza  Bowman . 

160 

Miss  Hattie  Carson, 
Miss  Agnes  Ruff,  Miss 
Bessie  Stubbs  (mis¬ 
sionary  teacher). 

Total  (2) . 

'215 

4. 

Value  of  property,  $37,500. 


Statistical  Report  of  the  General  Board 
of  Missions. 

Missionaries,  21;  native  workers,  23;  members 
of  Church,  3,519,  Sunday  schools,  5  ;  scholars, 
2,685;  boarding  schools,  4;  day  school,  1;  pupils, 
743. 

Fruitage  of  METHOOisNf: 

God  has  shown  his  approval  of  our  work  in 
Cuba  by  his  guidance  and  blessing,  so  that  after 
only  twelve  years  of  consecrated  effort  Metho¬ 
dism  la  established  in  every  capital  city  in  Cuba 
and  leads  all  other  Protestant  denominations  in 
its  conquest  of  the  “Island  Beautiful”  for  pur 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
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ELIZA  BOWMAN  SCHOOL,  CIENFUEGOS,  CUBA.  MISS  HATTIE  CARSON  IN  CENTER  OF  GROUP. 


